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M Loxo, 


bar I a Perſon of that 
appy Genius, either for 
printing of Dedications, or 
Il framing of Stories, which 
I has of late renderd a 
— 1 — Four L......p's wonder- 
ily remarkable I ſhould not have 


en fo tardy, in giving You Joy uport 
e Laudabſe Occaſion Four Heiſt 


Wt many Days ago furniſh'd out to 
We World. But calling to mind a good 
{ Proverb, whereby F am informed, 


That 


That the Preference is univerſally given Put 
to Late before Never, I can't help ex- as 
preſſing the Sentiments of Gratitude I. of | 
ſhall ever retain for Your L...... p's Tot 
grand Performance. face 
In the firſt place, I cannot, enough 
commend Tour ſtudious Endeavours! 
(however unſucceſsful ) to copy after Th 
the famous B. . . . p of S. A..ph, in 4 
the Style, as well as Materials for com- 
piling a Preface ſuited to the Preſent] : 
Time: And certainly, no Man will deny} 
but that Your L...... p's does Begin, 
and at leaſt deſerves to End like His. 
It is no Concern of mine, whethe 
an Impreſſion of S. 4. . ph's Lamentable 
Sermons, or a Third of Your L......p's 
Memorable Diſcourſe, was moſt enquired; 
for by the Inferiour Clergy of this King- 
dom; and therefore, I chooſe to wave Ord 
the Diſcuſſion of that Point: But, re- Fi | 
gardleſs of the Clamours of a ſort of Fee 
Men, who affirm, That both ay Works WAS 
were printed for the ſake of the Prefaces, 
1 fel i to Uo . of befo 
Your .L......p's Admirers, Whether 
allowing the Deſire of our Churchmeny 
to be. equally impatient upon thoſe O- 
caſions, all the World will not bear me 
out 


71 


Put in ſaying, Your L...... p's Book 
has the greater Appearance of Honeſty, 
Jof the Two ; in as much as it contains 
Your Former, as well as Modern Pre- 
face whereas the B. . . p of S. A..ph 
{| was pleas d to omit. the One, becauſe 
it did not well ſuit with the Other. 
After my moſt humble Tribute of 
Thanks, as well for the Kind Intima- 
tion You have publiſh'd Abroad of 
[our too great Age! as for the Edify- 
ing Notice of Your future | Loſs of 
4 that Freedom of Speech, which, You 
| know, My L. . d, proceeds from a ge- 
nerous Freedom in Thinking ; I muſt 
„not paſs over in Silence that high Cou- 
rage and flaming Zeal with which Your 
JL. . . . p lays about You, in de- 
ſcribing the Ignorance of thoſe unwary 
A Men who apply themſelves to You for 
Orders, Certainly, My L.. d, be the 
1 Efec of Your Preface what it will, it 
was perfectly well timed. There was 
an extraordinary Piece come out juſt 
fl before it, in Favour of our new. Se& 
of Free-Thinkers ; but, after C. I. uc, 
and T. I. ad, and T. wk Il. and the reſt 
of our. Legion, have join d our Forces, 
* ur done all we can, it muſt be con- 
ut * | feſs d, 


0 


[8] 
feſs'd, our Work would be very little ad- 
vanc'd, were it not for the ſeaſonable 
Aſſiſtance of two or three of Your, 
L...... p's Bench, and ſuch as CI. rhe, 
H..dly, Wh . ſt. u, and ſome others of 
their Brethren. But now that Tour 
| 7 p does fo heartily eſpouſe out 
Cauſe, let me conjure You not utterly 
to deſpair. If, indeed, Your Preface, 
falling upon the Neck of the Diſcourſe | 
of Free-Thinking, ſhould not prove ef. 
fectual to wean the filly Populace in 
ſome meaſure from their Attention to 
the Prieſts, I will grant, that the Gates 
of Hell fhall neuer prevail But think, 
My Lord, in what Eſteem You are held 
of all thoſe who have the Honour to 
be in Your L......p's Diviſion. of 
Low Churchmen ; Think how cordially 
theſe will embrace our Party, now that 
they have Your L......p's Word fort, I 
That by much the greater Number of 
the Clergy are ſo groſly ignorant in 'F 
Matters which ſo nearly concern them. h 
They do not underſtand Your Refine- 
ments upon plain Texts of Scripture ! | 
Their Tutors do not charge em to 
read Whiſton's Conſtitutions, nor Tour 
Expoſition ! They never heard of Your © 
If 5 Catechiſm 


$48 

Catechiſm large or ſmall! They have 
not learnt ſo much as to quote the 
Maccabees in Oppoſition to S. Peter and 
S. Paul] They have not read even Sid- 
ney, Harrington, Julian Jobnſon, or the 
Right: ! Nay, the Ignorance of ſome is 
ſuch, That they have no Notion of 
Your L.. . . p's Politicks neither, They 
cannot apprehend, why You ſhou'd have 


Audience of Pope Innocent XI. at Rome, 


when poor King 7. . s Miniſter could 


not obtain that Favour ! Tell 'em, Your 


L.. . . . . p receiv'd of his ſaid Holineſs, 
about Fourſcore Thouſand Pounds, to 
enable a Favourite of Yours to turn his 
Father out of Doors by Your Advice 
and Perſuaſion, their Hair | ſtands on 
end! That You were. inftramental in 


| preſerving the Pope . Supremacy in France, 
\: reſtoring Presbytery 


im Scotland, and in 


laving the Proteſtant, tho with the Loſs 
# almoſt of the Chriſtian, in England, they 


are quite ſtunnd! That tis to Your 
happy Invention we are indebted for 
the Mortgaging of the Nation, they 
eannot account for it! So that in ſpeak- 
ing of Scholars, one may ſafely pro- 
nounce, they have never learnt their 


ABC. This is the Truth of the Caſe, 


B My 


L101 


My L. .d; and yet theſe Men think it Bur 


very hard Your L,.....p will not ad- 
mit em into Orders, or to the Care of 
Souls, becauſe they are not of a Church 
Low as Your L......p's. 

Believe me, My Lord, I hugely ad- 
mire the Spirit with which You expoſe 
ſuch Perſons, This is like a tender Fa- 
ther, who, inſtead of endeavouring to 
reclaim the Vices of his Children, makes 
it his Buſineſs to expoſe 'em. 

But before I quit the Subject of the 
Pricſts, I cannot forbear acquainting 
Your L......p, That 'tis with the 
higheſt Pleaſure I contemplate Your Me- 
thod of examining thoſe who apply to 
You to be made ſo, Methinks I ſee 
Your L.. . . p lolling in an Eaſy 
Chair, when a young Prig from one 
of the Univerſities diſturbs Your Re- 
poſe, and demands Ordination at Your 
Hands, ----- Well, What's your -Name ? 
My L., d, my Name is . Whence 
come you? From Oxford, My L. . d. 
What College there ? Chriſt Church, My 
L;.d. What Books have you read ? 
Hammond, Barrow, Pearſon, Beveridge, 
| Bull, Wells, Mills, &c. My L. . d. 
What think you of Le (lere, Whitby, 


Burkett, \* 


| 19 | 
Burkett, Henry, Whiſton, the Expoſition 
of the Thirty Nine Articles, or the 
FT Racovian Catechiſm > My L..d, I was 
never directed by my Tutor to read 
tany of them. I thought ſoz but 
come then, ſuppoſing I wcre a Jew, 
Pow would you go about to convert 
me to Chriſtianity? - And thus Your 
L.. p goes on, if it ſo happens 
that he anſwers all Your Objections on 
that Head, to make Yourſelf a Turk, 
a Pagan, &c. and if he does not give 
you Satisfaction upon the Whole, as 
tis Ten Thouſand to one if he can, he 
is ſent away like an ignorant Coxcomb, | 
to ſeek for Orders, where he can get 
them. But if a Convert from the Preſ- 
Iyterians, Independents, Anabaptiſis, Qua- 
ers, or even a Gifted Clothicr, or the 
like, addreſſes You upon the ſame Ac- 
count, Your L... . .. p turns Your blind 
Side; he has You there, and paſſes 
Muſter, not unlike the Faggots at Cother 
end of the Town. | 
4 Tis much the ſame with rcſpe& to 
our giving Inſtitution ; in which the 
jgheſt Inſtance of Your Merit, that [ 
En call to mind, is Your'L......p's 
tefuſing it peremptorily to Mr., 
a B 2 becauſe 
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becauſe he was a Nephew of the late 


E.. te 


But how the Murrain came it to 


ſs, that after ſuch Teſtimonies of 
_ Ll... . ps Good-Will towards 
us, and the obliging Account you have 
given the World of the Stu ty of 


the Exgliſe Clergy, You ha 


like to 


have ſpoil'd all, by avowing, That 


Scandal is but ſeldom charged upon 


Any of em? This had been an un- 


pardonable Slip, My L.. d, but for 


what went before, and what follows | 


after. So we take You all together, 4 
Our Compratulations : — 48 Your L. 56 „ 6 
will find by and by. But pray let cht 
be omitted, if You pleaſe, in the Next 
Edition of Your Preface. 


Your diſmal Warning of the immi- 


nent Ruin hanging over THIS Church, 
which ſtands ſo much jn Your L...... p's 


| 


Light, is truly Matter of great Grief | | 
to me. Depend upon't, I take You 


right, My L..d. You have yented a a 
greas deal in one Word. You have 
iſcharged Your Conſcience, in ſteadily 


purſuing (right or wrong, You do not 


pretend to Infallibility ) ſuch , Methods 


28 You took to be moſt SN + | 


"_ 4 
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the Intereſts of T H1'S Church. Happy 
Epithet! * may ſo enſly de ap- 
proprce. by all Vaonr 1. p 
riends, whether at Rome, 2 or 
— Nevertheleſs, I muſt adviſe 
our. L... . . p, That "thoſe ot the 
Church of Exgland will not take it to 
themſelves, but inſiſt, That She is now 
in the moſt - flouriſhing. Condition She 
ever enjoy'd ſince Lon was ud vanc'd to 
the P OST, which unhappily lies (© long 
and fo heavy upon Your Hands, ' and 
is the Grief and Burden of Your Life. 
But let that paſs. Every body knows, 
Your L.. . . p is too well skill'd in 
Politicks, and too well versd in Your 
Religion, ever to ſpeak or act without 
Reſerve, and without a Salvo to any 
future Alterations or Additions You ſhall 
think fit to make: But Every, body is 
not a Judge of the Aptneſs of Your 
. „ . ps Epithets, nor let into the 
Secret of a well-choſen THIS. Which 
may therefore be look d e as a” Ma- 
ſter- Piece. 61 
As to: Four L.. ps Cbaratter of 
the Low Churchmen, I muſt rel): You, I 
neither take it to be juſt 3 nor if it were, 
Wehe I well like it. For, molt People. 


take 


L141 
take the Church as by Law Eſtabliſbed to be 
the Church of England, and will do fo, 
in ſpite of all that Your L.. . .. p can 
do to perſuade them off on't. And 
therefore, tho at a Viſitation or ſo, 


You might tell the Fellows about You, 


That You know cf no Church by Lem 
Eſtabliſhed, except that of Rome; yet 
T wiſh, You had left the Eſtabliſhed 
Cant out of Your Preface, where it does 
You no manner of Credit. 

At the ſame time, I much approve 
of Your L....., p's Notions of a Com- 
prehenſion. To rail bitterly againſt the 
QOniverſities, and the. Clergy in general; 
and to perſuade to Moderation and For- 
bearance in Love, with regard to' the 
Diſſenters ; muſt needs meet with the 
Good-Liking of all the Freethinkers in 
England, whom Your L..... . p has 
moſt kindly ſtruck out of Your Liſt 
of Adverſaries, together with our Friends 
the Deifts; for which You have our 
hearty Thanks. 

On the other hand, My Lord, the 
Artifice with which Yon proceed in 
diſtinguiſhing between the Papiſts and 
Diſſenters, is admirable. It may be ob- 


jected indeed, That in Tour Speeches 
againſt 


! 


againſt the Occaſional Conformity Bill, 
You formerly repreſented the Diſſenters 
as a ſtrong and formidable Part of the 
Nation, whom it would be very dange- 
rous to provoke, or give any Uneaſi- 
neſs to; and, That You now on the 
contrary look upon 'em as a Handful 
of Men, not able to do US true Pro- 


teſtants any material Damage. But what 


of all that? Is Your L...... p bound 


by ſuch narrow Rules, as to be de- 
| barr'd the Acting or Speaking incon- 
| fiſtently ſometimes? That would be a 


j 
). 


| 


\ 
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good one indeed! Compare Your Works 


: 
of Charles II. with thoſe of William Il, 


and the preſent Queen. However, to 
proceed with Your L.. ... p. It is, 
as You ſay, apparent enough, That 
the Diſſenters are content with their 
Toleration. Poor Wretches! there is not 


the leaſt Murmuring heard on their be- 
| half, They quit their beneficial Places 
to the Churchmen without Reluctancy; 
as Witneſs The Aſs, or the Serpent, by 
Mr. 1homas Bradbury, &c., Whereas the 
IPapiſts are to be taken in Pieces, and 
conſider'd upon more than one Account. 


hey hold Tranſubſtantiation ! They hold 


argatory ! They pray to Saints, and 


proſtrate 


[ 16] 
proſtrate themſelves before Images / What 
then? Theſe are not intolerable Er- 
rors, but might eaſily be borne with, 
as other Mens are, But the Devil on't 
is, the Popiſh Prieſts have a Defign to 
engroſs the Riches of the Univerſe in- 
to their omn Clutches: So Your L.. —2 P 
wiſely ſurprizes them with a Hold there; 
I'll come in for a Snack, This is what 
I contend. for, and will do, with 


Might and Main, as long as I live. 


They ſhan't have All to themſelves, 


J hate every thing that has a Ten- 
dency that way. ——- You are much | 


in the right, My L.. d. 


As for the Independency of the Church 
upon the State, Your L......p, in la- 
bouring that Point, has quoted a Text 
of Scripture, which obliges me to paſs 
it over unregarded. But I will bear 
Your . . . p Witneſs, That You are 
not for Unchurching any Body, ſo much 


as One, at home or abroad. And I am 
glad of this Opportunity to mention, 


That when certain Gentlemen waited 
upon You at the Door of the Houſe | 
of L. ds, for Your Charitable Contri- 
bution towards buying up Common- 


Prayer-Books for the Indigent Seote, 


\ 


You | 


LT 


You ave 2 * a Get 

e gone! lon are ſerving the Canſe o 
Faition and Schiſm ! ? N 4 þ 
ST When Your L... ... p goes off from 
Tour Deſcants upon ſuch Notions as 
| ſeem to look towards Popery, and comes 
to talk of Obedience to our Princes for | 
4 Conſcience Sake; I either miſanderſtand ö 
Tou, or wiſh I did. And yet I mult | 
| 


confeſs, what You fay preſently after | 
of the Revolution and King James, may | 
1 compenſate for a Miſtake of that Nature; 
and the rather, becauſe it might be | 
made with Deſign. . 8 
But what does Your L...... p mean, 
} I wonder, by repreſenting the Perſon 
Who calls himſelf King James's Son, as 
1 loaded with Indignities? Why, I thought, 
no Indignity cou'd poſhbly be put upon 
him! Your L....., p might as well 
have told eyery body, That his Father, 
when upon his Deatli- bed, charg'd him, 
if ever it pleas d God to ſend him to 
rule over us, to avoid the Rock upon 
which he had ſplit, viz, the Alteration of 
Religion; and, That he promis'd ſo to 
do. But we would not have all the 
World know that, 
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As for the Affairs of the Convocation, 


J leave it to Dr, Atterbury to defend 
them if he can. | | 
. p does well to deny 
any Effect wrought by the Occaſional 
Bill, tho our Friend Daniel ſays, about 


Twelve Thouſand Families of Diſſenter? 
are ruin'd by it. Alas for THIS Church! 
—— Buy | can't ſee why your L. .. i | 


who had ſo much to ſay againſt that 


Bill formerly, ſhould now let it pafſs 


without a Stroke at it. There muſt be 
ſomething in what the . Examiner al- 
ledges concerning Mens Acting by Sym. 
pathy and Antipathy. 


My L., d, i cannot apprehend the 
Reaſon of Your Challenges and Ap- 


peals, relating to the punctual Diſcharge 
of Your Duty as a B. ., p: And that, 
becauſe it has given Ground to the 


Reaping up of many an ugly Story of 
Your Faults in that reſpect; ſuch as | 


the Diſpenſing with that neceſſary Re- 
ſidence for which You appear to. be 
ſuch a Stickler in ſeveral of Your Wri- 
_ tings and Diſcourſes, Beſides, I think 


there was no Need on't; for were 
Your L....., p to ſwear till You are 
black in the Face, You are ſure not 

ta 


ho „„ an mp. 
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to be beliey'd in any Thing You aſ- 


ſert, by One Man in Five hundred. On 


this Occaſion, I'll inform You what 
happen'd the other Day, in a Place 
not far off. Says a Gentleman of the 
Gown to his Friend, I heard the B.....p 


of S.. . tell my L.. d of E..y a pretty 


Story, of Dr. O..ly, whom the Queen 
is now going to make a B.. . . p. It is, 
That as a certain Whig Gen. . . 1 was 


travelling into Ireland, he made the Dr's 
Houſe in his way, and was very liberally 


entertain'd by him. After they had liv'd 


very plentifully, . ſays the Dr. to the 


Gen. . . I, You muſt ſee my Study before 
you go, ſo leads him into the Cellar, 
ſnews him Six and Thirty Dozen Bottles 
of French Claret, and tells him, That was 
his Study. But, the Anſwer of the whole 


Company to this Account was, That 


whoever dared to tell ſuch an abominable 
Falſhood of a Gentleman of Dr. O. . 4) 
Character, would not ſtick at ſwearing 
Any thing. And this, indeed, is all we 
get by a good Number of our Stories, 
which, in my Opinion, were better let 

alone than handed about. 
Your Witticiſm upon the Nonjuring 
Clergy, one of whom has mm Your ' 
6 2 
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L......p ample Cauſe of Reſentment, 
is very good. They have not Your 
L...... p's true Ground of Zeal, and are 


therefore an [digent, tho' ſtirring Peo- 
ple. Now, Poverty, with Us, is always 
true Ground of Reproach, and often- 
times of Repartee. If they look for 
a new Face of Things, they are not, 
bowever, to be blam'd for _ Your 
L.. . . . p avowedly wiſhing it 

I ſhall not meddle with the Vindt- 
Cation: Of A... . . p 1... woo , in 
the fort Compaſs of a Letter to Your 
L.. . . p. My Friend Mr, C. J. ns 
has made honourable Mention of him, 
in his Difcourfe of Free-Thinking before- 
mention'd : And fo I decline the Pur- 
ſuit of his G... e's Character, during 
his Enjoyment of that high POST, to 
which Your L......p has cer now 
aſpired, 

I muſt be ſo plain to Your L. .. p, 
as to declare my Incredulity touching 
the late Q...n's joining with Yau in 
any of Your Schemes, particularly with 
relation td the Church. However, I 
make no queſtion of Your L......p's 
good Deſigns for the Confummation of 
our Political State z which was = A 
air 


; 
| 
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fair way till within theſe Three Years, 
and had, perhaps, been effected by this 


time, but for the vigorous Attacks made 
upon it by Dr. 8s , and one or 
two more, who ſhall be nameleſs. But, 
at preſent, Things run on in ſuch a 
Courſe, that I am verily perſuaded, 


they will cauſe our Diſtraction, if not 


prevented by Your L......p, and 
ſome others; ſo that Hanging Fitts 
may indeed come on apace, as a Friend 
of ours has it. 

When Your L......p was lately vi- 
N B.. „ „ 
Nothing in the World could be more 
poſitive, than Your Aſſertion, That You 
expected no other than to be ſacrificed 
very ſpeedily to Popiſh Fury. Never- 
theleſs, when You now talk of Fiery 
Tryals, You abate ſomewhat of Your 
uſual Warmth, and inſert an IF or 
two, which ſalves the Grimace of ſuch 
flaſhy Stuff. This I ſhould by no means 
like, but that I know Your L......p's 
Friends will venture farther in their Diſ- 
courſe, than You have done in Your 
Preface, and not fear to aſſert, That 
the Face of Things is as bad as You 
and They really wiſh it. © 


221 
To caſt the groſſeſt Reffex ions upon 
the Grand Monarque, even though the 
Q. . . n has vouchſafed to admit a Mi- 
niſter from him, is highly becoming 
Your L......p's Character and Station, 
The Peace, in ſhort, ( that Accompliſh- 
ment of all his vaſt Deſigns) will af- 
luredly prove Our Ruin, My L. . d. 
Therefore, the Thoughts of it excite 
Your. keeneſt Expreſſions of Spite and 
Malice, 
On the other hand, You purſuc Your 
Modern Doctrine, in not ſparing even 
the Q. n now reigning. Tho not 
one of the Allies ever furniſh'd half 
his Quota, and poor England paid for 
All ; yet We will have it, That if 
the Q...n does not heap on every 
one of them, till he ſays It is enongh, 
( and God knows when that would be) 
why, She is a Violator of Solemn Trea» 
pet and relies upon the Word of a 
rince, who, tho' older by ſome Years 
than Your L... . . . p. you are fare 
will live to make us pay dear for our 
Peace and Plenty, 

This, My L. . d, is as pleaſant, as 
our conſtant Aſſertion, That Spain and 
the Indies are given to the French King, 
| Alter 
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after the Queen has told us, Fraxce 

and Spain are now more effectually di- 

vided than ever. 
Would the preſent Q...n and Mi- 

niſtry but leave out all Mention of the 


Hanover Succeſſion, in the Articles of 


Peace now upon Concluſion, as the 
late K. W.....m and his Miniſters 
did that of Her Majeſty in thoſe of 
Ryſwick : Or, would they but ſacrifice 
the Proteſtants of Germany, juſt as our 
Friends did, by the 4th Article of that 
Treaty; What a glorious Field of Rail- 
lery would this open for us? which at 
preſent we have no Proſpect of, 

But to conclude, I need not wiſh 
Yon Joy upon the happy Omen of the 


D. dA. -s Houſe, So, begging Your 


L...... p's Pardon for the Miſtakes 
You may find in this Letter, (for I 
had not Time to hand it thro' the 
Temple in Manuſcript) I heartily wiſh 
You a good and ſpeedy Tranſlation, 
and am, My L.. d, Ge. | 
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